Iran – Germany Cultural Relations from Safavid Era until
the End of Qajar Period
Reappraisal of the Published Material and an Approach to
the New Documents
Sonia Mirzaei*
We have also tried to demonstrate some of the topics as historians. This
approach should lead us to showcase the history of the development of these
cultural relationships. In this article, we have dealt with the most important
issues of the cultural relations between Iran and Germany from Safavid era
until the end of Qajar period. Our documents show that those relations were
never independent from the influences of the two states diplomacies. In this
paper a documentary report from these two states mutual relations has been
presented and we have discussed the cultural interactions of the two nations
as well as the mutual influences and effects based on ٢٥ unpublished
documents. In some parts of this paper to show some clear and apparent
evidences on the history of the evolution of the mutual relations it has been
tried to introduce some problems in a narrative form based on historical
documents.
Keywords: Iran and Germany, Cultural Relations, Historical Documents,
Mutual Interactions.
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Explanation of the place of Minas, Armenian Painter, in the
Iranian Painting History
Mahdi Aliakbarzadeh*
Armenian presence in Iran from the ١٧th century not only left an important
influence on business and economy of Iran but it also emerged influential in
the fields of culture and art. In this paper it has been tried to explain the
status of Minas, Armenian painter of 17th century by application of
descriptive – analytical method based on the history of painting of Iranian
Armenians. Findings of this study proved that Minas as an Iranian-Armenian
painter emerged as an influential figure in history of painting of Iran by
introducing European painting to Iran, to draw large portraits with oils, to
teach Reza Abbasi and his emphasis on the presence of painting in social
life. The aim of this article is to study the place of this anonymous painter in
the history of Iranian painting and to know about his abilities and impacts on
Iranian painting in seventeenth century.
Keywords: Minas, Armenian Painters, History of Iranian Painting, Painting
in Safavid Period
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Childhood and Modernity during the reign of Reza Shah
Dariush Rahmanian*, Zahra Hatami**
The attempt to rethink on the traditional mental models is an outcome of Iran
and the west relations during contemporary period. In this way, Iranian
Modern Intellectuals have challenged the concept of childhood and the status
of children and proposed a new definition of childhood which entered the
society in a new era. The main problem of this paper is about the status of
Iranian child in the Reza shah’s modernization process and the changes
which the concept of childhood experienced during that period. The main
hypothesis of this research is that the concept of childhood during Reza shah
period was the result of the changes which have been started from preconstitutional period in the public perceptions and emerged as a part of the
demands of the constitutionalist intellectuals and by passing time from Qajar
period to Pahlavi period it has been given to the society and the new
government as a legacy. Reza shah government has focused on the
children’s and made and implemented policies which resulted to vast
changes in the society.
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Political Culture and Theoretical Basis of Kingship and
Sultanate;
Comparative Study on Farr–e Izadi (divine charisma) and
zell-allah (shadow of God)
Nayereh Dalir*
This research is trying to accomplish a comparative study on the theoretical
basis of Farr–e Izadi (divine charisma) and Zell-allah (shadow of God) based
on historical texts and narratives of Muslim scholars and to answer the
questions about their similarities and differences and about is it possible to
assume Zell-allah concept as a continuation of Farr–e Izadi? In contrary with
the commonly thought which suppose these two concepts as a same kind, the
main hypothesis of this paper is that Farr–e Izadi (divine charisma) and zellallah (shadow of God) concepts despite some commonalities have important
distinctions and differences.The results of this research which have been
achieved by application of historical explanation and comparative method
show that these two concepts belong to two cultural systems of history of
Iran which each of these two concepts has have the possibility of emergence
in its especial conditions of its own period. Thus Farr–e Izadi (divine
charisma) should be comprehended in the context of political culture of
Kingship in ancient Iran and zell-allah (shadow of God) should be
comprehended in the context of the Sultanate system of Islamic period.
Keywords: Kingship, Sultanate, Political Culture, Farr-e Izadi, zell-allah.
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Historical Approach to the failure of application of Islamic
Concepts in Practice
Case Study: Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice
Majid Hajibabaee*
The focus of this paper is on the ‘promotion of virtue and prevention of
vice’, which has not been implemented as many other Islamic concepts. In
this study, in addition to explaining the nature and significance of this
concept, it has been tried to answer, from a historical approach, the question
on why ‘Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice’ has been faded out in
Islamic societies and it has been less considered. ‘Historical approach’ here
means explaining the problem in concrete form and in the political, social
and economic contexts. The results show that the main challenge has
stemmed from formation of rigid structures and authoritarian regimes,
because the underlying concept in the ‘Promotion of Virtue and Prevention
of Vice’ comprises the personal and social freedom in confrontation with
government. Hence, in spite of the emphasis on religious texts, in practice
and during history it has been considered rarely.
Keywords: the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, Theorizing,
History of Ideas, Historical Approach, Concrete Approach, Tyranny.
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Archer, Omphalos, Throne: A Review on Connotation of
Three Symbols on Parthian Coins
Safura Borumand∗
Although Parthian era (٢٤٨/٧ BC-٢٢٤ AD) is one of the longest periods in
history of Iran, due to the limitation of main sources such as literature,
archaeological and historical evidences, there are some deficiencies of
research in this field especially in Iran. Despite the lack of resources,
collections of Parthian coins with special features are available which give
unique and valuable information to the researchers of Parthian history.
Therefore, the present study will use the knowledge of numismatics and
semiotics, in order to introduce and evaluate examples of the earliest
Parthian coins until the reign of Mithradates II (٨٨ BC. - ١٢٣ BC.).While the
process for using three symbols of Archer, Omphalos and Throne will
identify, review and interpreted. This research will show that Parthian kings
consciously used Greek symbols’ functions, changed these symbols in order
to consolidate the indigenous traditions and used the connotation of these
three icons for explaining the legitimacy of Parthian rule.
Keywords: Parthian Coins, Numismatics, Semiotics, Connotation, Arsaces
I, Mithradates II, Legitima.

∗ Assistant Professor at Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, Department of History.
E. mail: (s.borumand@ihcs.ac.ir)
Received in ٢٠ Feb ٢٠١٤, Accepted in ٢٣ Aug ٢٠١٤

Cultural History Studies
Research Journal of Iranian Society of History
Vol. ٥, No. ٢٠, Summer ٢٠١٤
ISSN: ٢٠٠٨ – ٩٩٤٥

Publisher: Iranian Society of History
According to the letter No ١٧٩٨٦٢, dated ٣ December ٢٠١١ of the
Commission for Scientific Publications of the Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology, Cultural History Studies Quarterly has been accredited as a
scientific - research Journal.
Managing Director: Sadegh Aeinevand
Editor – in – Chief: Ali Mohammad Valavi
Vice Editor – in – Chief: Dariush Rahmanian
Internal Manager: Nayereh Dalir
Executive Expert: Fatemeh Najafi
Editorial Board:
Sadegh Aeinevand / Professor, Tarbiat Modares University
Hashem Aghajari / Assistant Professor, Tarbiat Modares University
Jamshid Azadegan / Associate Professor, Shahid Beheshti University
Mansoureh Ettehadieh / Professor, University of Tehran
Noz'hat Ahmadi / Associate Professor, Alzahra University
Ehsan Eshraghi / Professor, University of Tehran
Allahyar Khalatbari / Professor, Shahid Beheshti University
Maghsoud Ali Sadeghi / Associate Professor, University of Tabriz
Mahdi Farhani Monfared / Associate Professor, Alzahra University
Mohammad Ali Kazem Beigi / Associate Professor, University of Tehran
Hossein Moftakhari / Associate Professor, Kharazmi University
Afsaneh Najmabadi / Professor, Harvard University
Andrew Newman / Associate Professor, University of Edinburgh
Ali Mohammad Valavi / Professor, Alzahra University
Shahram Yousefifar / Professor, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies
Literary Editor: Nayereh Dalir, Farideh Heshmati
Translator and English Editor: Mehdi Hosseini Taghiabad
Layout and Graphics: Morteza Ensafmanesh
Printed by: Iran University Press
Address: No. ١٠, Floor. ٤, National Library and Archives of IRI. End of Shahid
Hesari St. Haghani BLV. Tehran, Iran.
Fax: +٩٨٢١٢٦٤٠٣٠٠٧
E-mail: info@ishistory.ir
Website: www.chistorys.ir

Institute of Cultural and Social Studies

Tarbiat Modares University

Iranian Society of History

